FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance Update

Q: What is in the ordinance update?

Q: Who will this apply to?

Existing landscapes that are not being redeveloped are not affected by the ordinance

Q: Why is the Town doing this?

A: \Xater conservation is a top priority for Erie. The Town aims to reduce water use by 10% to
meet a target of 115 gallons per person per day (gpcd) by 2030. As Erie continues to grow,
requiring low-water plants and efficient irrigation in new development and redevelopment is
one of the most effective ways to reduce outdoor water use. These waterwise landscapes

also lower water bills, support local ecosystems and pollinators, and reflect the natural beauty
of Colorado's Front Range.

Q: Will reducing grass make Erie hotter?



https://www.mdpi.com/2306-5338/9/6/104
https://www.mdpi.com/2306-5338/9/6/104

Q: How will this impact how Erie looks?

Q: Will this make new homes in Erie more expensive?

A: Waterwise landscapes can cost more
to install up front than traditional turf
lawns. However, these landscapes
typically increase home value and
significantly reduce water bills, saving
homeowners money over time.

Water-wise native plant garden in front of a Denver,
CO residence. Picture Source: Resource Central

Q: Once water efficient landscapes are installed, what will prevent
people from replacing those with traditional grass lawns again?



https://webdoc.agsci.colostate.edu/hortla/Colorado_Water_2017.pdf
https://calwep.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/AWE_Landscape_Transformation_Executive_Summary.pdf
https://www.erieco.gov/587/Rates-Charges

